
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 3, 2013 
 

Local Government Assistance & Economic Analysis 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
P.O. Box 13528 
Austin, Texas 78711-3528 
 
 RE: Application to the Angleton Independent School District from Ascend Performance 

Materials Operations, LLC 
 
To the Local Government Assistance & Economic Analysis Division: 
 
 By copy of this letter transmitting the application for review to the Comptroller’s Office, 
the Angleton Independent School District is notifying the Ascend Performance Materials 
Operations, LLC and its affiliates of its intent to consider the application for appraised value 
limitation on qualified property. The Applicant submitted the Application to the school district on 
November 13, 2012. The Board voted to accept the application on November 13, 2012. The 
application has been determined complete as of January 2, 2012. Please prepare the economic 
impact report. 
 
Please note, no construction has begun at the project site as of the date of the filing of the 
application and the District’s determination that the application is complete. The Applicant is 
aware that the determination of a completed application by the Comptroller determines what 
property may be eligible for a value limitation agreement. 
 
The school district has determined that the wage information included in the application 
represents the most recent wage data available at the time of the application.   
 
A paper copy of the application will be hand delivered to your office today. In accordance with 34 
Tex. Admin Code §9.1054, a copy of the application will be submitted to the Brazoria County 
Appraisal District. 
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 Please feel free to contact me with questions. 
  
  
       Sincerely, 

        
       Kevin O’Hanlon 
       School District Consultant 
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Checklist Item # 1 – Certification Pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[See page 4 of the application.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Checklist Item # 2 – Proof of Payment of Application Fee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[See attached for Proof of Payment] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Checklist Item # 3 - Combined Group Membership 
Documentation 

Ascend Performance Materials Operations LLC is wholly owned by Ascend Performance 
Materials Holdings, Inc. (27-0219853) and Ascend Performance Materials Holdings, Inc is 
majority owned by SK Titan Holding LLC (26-4747869). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Checklist Item #4 - Detailed Description of Project 

 
Project Description 
 
Ascend Performance Materials Operations LLC (“Ascend”) is a global specialty manufacturer of 
high performance materials. As part of its continued growth, Ascend and its contracted 
partners and affiliates plan to construct a new propane dehydrogenation (“PDH”) facility which 
will use propane as the feedstock to produce propylene through a process known as propane 
dehydrogenation. 
 
Ascend and its contracted partners and affiliates, through the use of a special purpose vehicle 
(i.e. a project company), intend to construct the new PDH facility on an Ascend-owned site in 
Brazoria County. The physical address of the site is FM Road 2917 in Alvin, Texas. 
 
The capital outlay for this project is expected to be approximately $1.2 billion by the end of 
2015. In addition, this project is expected to create approximately 100 new, full-time jobs. Due 
to the nature of the facility, these jobs are expected to pay in the range of$ 75,000, plus 
comprehensive benefits. 
 
 Ascend anticipates that this project will expand or lead to subsequent feedstock and derivative 
projects. Ascend anticipates that these project will create significant additional investment and 
job creation opportunities. 
 
Ability to Relocate 
 
One factor in determining whether the project will proceed is the internal competition for 
capital among the various project opportunities for the Ascend’s affiliated entities, both 
nationally and globally. Since this factor is financial in nature, Ascend is seeking assistance in 
the way of incentives to help ensure that the project advances. Ascend’s parent company 
allocates capital investment to projects and locations that create the best economic return. The 
existence of a limitation on tax value is a significant factor in calculating the economic return 
and allocation of reserves to the project. However, Ascend could redirect its expenditures or 
relocate the project to jurisdictions in Louisiana that have offered incentives related to this 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item # 5 – Multiple Districts 
 

Project Bambino is located solely within the Angleton ISD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item #6– Description of Qualified Investment and 
Qualified Property 

 
Ascend plans to design and construct a fully functioning propylene plant which will use propane 
as the feedstock to produce propylene through a process known as propane dehydrogenation 
(PDH). 
 
The planned improvements for this project include various improvements to the selected site, 
installation of required pipeways and utility services, and process equipment (vessels, reactors) 
and related foundations.  The project will also include any other necessary equipment required 
to complete the facility including, but not limited to, various other equipment including 
electrical and instrument systems, filters, pipes, pumps and valves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item #7 – Map of Qualified Investment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[See attached] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Checklist Item #8 – Description of Qualified Property 
 

Ascend plans to design and construct a fully functioning propylene plant which will use propane 
as the feedstock to produce propylene through a process known as propane dehydrogenation 
(PDH). 
 
The planned improvements for this project include various improvements to the selected site, 
installation of required pipeways and utility services, and process equipment (vessels, reactors) 
and related foundations.  The project will also include any other necessary equipment required 
to complete the facility including, but not limited to, various other equipment including 
electrical and instrument systems, filters, pipes, pumps and valves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item #9 – Map of Qualified Property Showing 
Location of New Building or Improvements 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[See attached] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Checklist Item #10 – Description of Land 
 

Approximately 17.84 acres of land on the Ascend Performance Material Plant located on FM 
2917, approximately 11 miles southeast of the city of Alvin, Texas, out of a 2514.00 acre tract of 
land in the Perry and Austin League No. 2, Abstract No. 107, Brazoria County, Texas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Checklist Item #11 – Detailed Map Showing Location of the 
Land within Vicinity Map 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[See attached] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Checklist Item #12 - Description of All Existing (if any) 
Improvements 

 
The proposed site for Project Bambino is an industrial parcel of approximately 30 acres situated 
within the perimeter of the Ascend Performance Materials industrial campus which is 
approximately 1,900 acres.  
 
A decision on the precise site has not yet been determined but will likely be a Brownfield parcel 
of a previous chemical operation. All sites under consideration which have previously hosted 
another operation have been dismantled of most improvements. However, there may be 
limited improvements (e.g., above ground site infrastructure and buildings) that will attempt to 
be incorporated into the proposed project. The value of these improvements is anticipated to 
be nominal relative to the estimated total project cost.  
 
It is anticipated that any existing improvements will require significant refurbishment as a result 
of the closure of previous operations. Once a final project site is confirmed, existing 
improvements (if any) will be identified and valued.  
 
Should the existing control room illustrated on Checklist Item #9 of this application be deemed 
suitable for reuse and incorporated into the final project, an estimated $290,000 of existing 
improvements would excluded from the value limitation agreement. 1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                            
1 Ascend contracted with American Appraisers to perform a valuation of the existing control room. American 
Appraisers estimates the current fair market value at $290,000.  



Checklist Item #13 - Request for Waiver of Job Creation 
Requirement 

 
A waiver is not being requested for this application. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item #14 - Calculation of Three Possible Wage 
Requirements with TWC Documentation 

 
CHAPTER 313 WAGE CALCULATION – ALL JOBS – ALL INDUSTRIES 

 
Quarter Year Avg. Weekly Wages Annualized 
Third 2011 $898 $46,696 
Fourth 2011 $909 $47,268 
First 2012 $937 $48,724 
Second 2012 $899 $46,748 
 
      $910.75    $47,359 
     X  110%      110% 
      $1,001.83    $52,094.90 
 

CHAPTER 313 WAGE CALCULATION – MANUFACTURING JOBS 
 

Quarter Year Avg. Weekly Wages Annualized 
Third 2011 $1,658 $86,216 

Fourth 2011 $1,699 $88,348 
First 2012 $1,928 $100,256 

Second 2012 $1,799 $93,548 
 
 
      $1,771     $92,092  
     X  110%      110% 
      $1,948.10    $101,301.20 
 
 

CHAPTER 313 WAGE CALCULATION – MANUFACTURING JOBS 
 
Quarter Year Avg. Weekly Wages Annualized 
 2012 $1,032.90 $53,711 
 

X  110%      110% 
      $1,136.19    $59,082.10 
 

 
 
 
 



1/3/13 Texas LMCI TRACER, Data Link

1/1f ile:///O:/1200 - 2014/Angleton/Texas LMCI TRACER, Data Link.htm

Quarterly Employment and Wages (QCEW)

 Back

 Page 1 of 1 (40 results/page)

Year Period Area Ownership Division Level Ind Code Industry Avg Weekly Wages

2011 1st Qtr Brazoria County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $920  

2011 2nd Qtr Brazoria County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $868  

2011 3rd Qtr Brazoria County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $898  

2011 4th Qtr Brazoria County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $909  

2012 1st Qtr Brazoria County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $937  

2012 2nd Qtr Brazoria County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $899  

2012 2nd Qtr Brazoria County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,799  

2012 1st Qtr Brazoria County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,928  

2011 4th Qtr Brazoria County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,699  

2011 3rd Qtr Brazoria County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,658  

2011 2nd Qtr Brazoria County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,711  

2011 1st Qtr Brazoria County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $2,083  





Checklist Item #15 – Description of Benefits 
 

Eligible Ascend employees can choose from the following benefit options:  
• Three Medical Plan Options  
• Pharmacy Benefits 
• Two Dental Plan Options 
• Participation in a Health Care and / or Dependent Care Flexible Spending 

Account (FSA) 
• Basic Life, Voluntary Life and Voluntary Accidental Death and Dismemberment 

(AD&D) Insurance  
• Short and Long Term Disability 
• A variety of Voluntary Insurance Products (identity theft, vision, legal, 

life/long-term care, accident insurance, hospital indemnity, and cancer 
benefits) 

• Savings and Investment Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item #17, #18, #19, #20 – Schedules 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[See attached] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 
 
Checklist Item #21 – Map of Reinvestment Zone 

 
Brazoria County is in the process of establishing a reinvestment zone to support this project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item #22 – Order, Resolution, or Ordinance 
Establishing the Zone 

 
Brazoria County is in the process of establishing a reinvestment zone to support this project.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Checklist Item #23 – Legal Description of Reinvestment Zone 
 

Brazoria County is in the process of establishing a reinvestment zone to support this project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Checklist Item #24 – Guidelines and Criteria for Reinvestment 
Zone 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[See attached] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 






























