CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property W

Property Tax Limitation Agreement Applications
Texas Government Code Chapter 313
Confidential Information Submitted to the Comptroller

Generally, an application for property tax value limitation, the
information provided therein, and documents submitted in support
thereof, are considered public information subject to release under
the Texas Public Information Act.

There is an exception, outlined below, by which information will be
withheld from disclosure.

The Comptroller’s office will withhold information from public
release if:

1) it describes the specific processes or business activities to
be conducted or the specific tangible personal property to be
located on real property covered by the application;

2) the information has been segregated in the application from
other information in the application; and

3) the party requesting confidentiality provides the
Comptroller’s office a list of the documents for which confi-
dentiality is sought and for each document lists the specific
reasons, including any relevant legal authority, stating why
the material is believed to be confidential.

All applications and parts of applications which are not segregated
and marked as confidential as outlined above will be considered
public information and will be posted on the internet.

Such information properly identified as confidential will be with-
held from public release unless and until the governing body of the
school district acts on the application, or we are directed to do so
by a ruling from the Attorney General.

Other information in the custody of a school district or the comp-
troller submitted in connection with the application, including infor-
mation related to the economic impact of a project or the essential
elements of eligibility under Texas Tax Code, Chapter 313, such as

the nature and amount of the projected investment, employment,
wages, and benefits, will not be considered confidential business
information and will be posted on the internet.

All documents submitted to the Comptroller, as well as all informa-
tion in the application once the school district acts thereon, are
subject to public release unless specific parts of the application or
documents submitted with the application are identified as confi-
dential. Any person seeking to limit disclosure of such submitted
records is advised to consult with their legal counsel regarding
disclosure issues and also to take the appropriate precautions to
safeguard copyrighted material, trade secrets, or any other proprie-
tary information. The Comptroller assumes no obligation or respon-
sibility relating to the disclosure or nondisclosure of information
submitted by respondents. A person seeking to limit disclosure of
information must submit in writing specific detailed reasons, includ-
ing any relevant legal authority, stating why that person believes
the material to be confidential.

The following outlines how the Comptroller’s office will handle
requests for information submitted under the Texas Public
Information Act for application portions and submitted records
appropriately identified as confidential.

* This office shall forward the request for records and a copy of
the documents at issue to the Texas Attorney General’s office
for an opinion on whether such information may be withheld
from disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act.

e The Comptroller will notify the person who submitted the
application/documents when the information is forwarded to
the Attorney General’s office.

¢ Please be aware that this Office is obligated to comply with
an Attorney General’s decision, including release of informa-
tion ruled public even if it was marked confidential.

For more information, visit our website: www.texasahead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/





