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The central hub for Texas state and local financial information is 
the Comptroller’s Texas Transparency website. Between January 1 
and July 31, 2014, the site provided more than 426,000 pageviews to 
138,000 users seeking government finance and debt information. 

The Comptroller’s Tell the Truth Texas website, a supplemental site 
to Texas Transparency, provides information on local bond elections 
to be held in May and November of each year, as well as videos that 
explain what you need to know and where to find it, before you vote 
on proposed bond debt. 

The website also includes updated “Debt at a Glance” profiles that 
now provide detailed debt information for 1,215 Texas cities, 1,026 
school districts, 50 community college districts and all 254 counties.

“Our debt numbers come from the state’s Bond Review Board, which 
compiles data reported by state agencies and local governments,” 
says Delane Caesar, director of the Comptroller’s Transparency and 
Data Services Division. “We’ll be updating them as newer information 
becomes available.”

Another feature of the site is an online database of public school 
construction costs since 2007, to provide voters with context on a 
rapidly rising area of public spending.

The database is accompanied by an interactive campus map that 
makes it easy for taxpayers, educators and parents to find local 
district construction cost information. The site also offers lessons 
learned by the most cost-efficient school districts, providing valuable 
tips other districts can use to contain their own costs.

And most recently, Texas Transparency has added interactive 
data visualizations designed to foster new understanding of state 
government revenue and spending.

The new tools allow users to examine and compare current state 
revenues and expenditures with five years of historical data, and drill 
down into the details of state spending, seeing the results in clear, 
easy-to-read charts. 

“Visualization can help users see trends over time, make useful 
correlations and draw meaningful conclusions,” Caesar says. It’s 
especially helpful to make sense of complex data.

“We hope these tools will help Texans better understand government 
debt and spending,” Caesar says. 

Connect with the latest government spending, finance and debt information now by 
visiting TexasTransparency.org. 

New Tools Shine a Light on 

TEXAS GOVERNMENT

New Tools Shine a Light on 

TEXAS GOVERNMENT
Opening the Books on Spending and Debt

“We hope these 

tools will help Texans 

better understand 

government debt and 

spending.”

DELANE CAESAR,  
Director of Transparency 

and Data Services,  

Texas Comptroller



Local Debt

Bond Elections

School Construction

Revenue and Expenditures

TexasTransparency.org features 
include: 

• local “Debt at a Glance” profiles  
— detailed debt information for  
1,215 Texas cities, 1,026 school districts, 
50 community college districts and all 
254 counties.

A related site, Tell the Truth Texas  
(TelltheTruthTexas.org), provides  
information on Texas local bond  
elections.

TexasTransparency.org features 
include: 

• an online database of public school 
construction costs since 2007.

TexasTransparency.org features 
include: 

• interactive data visualizations  
that allow users to examine and  
compare five years of state revenues  
and expenditures, and view results in  
clear, easy-to-read charts.
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Stay on top of the latest economic news and events. Connect with us on Facebook 
and Twitter for real-time updates and analysis, and never miss a beat. And check 
TelltheTruthTexas.org to find out about elections for new debt in your area.

TexasTransparency.org, a “one-stop shop” for state and local government information. 
The site includes detailed information about state spending, downloadable datasets, 
links to local government transparency efforts and general information about the 
state budget process. Study debt information for local governments throughout Texas. 
Brush up on debt profiles and spending information for your community, and use our 
new visualization tools to better understand complex data. 

Your voice and your actions are the best guarantee of responsible government 

spending. Attend hearings and city council meetings; learn about the purpose and 

amount of debt proposals — and share what you’ve learned with others. And keep 

your eyes peeled for new proposals that can affect your wallet. 
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