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Form 50-296 Application for Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property

Page 8 (50-296 • Rev. 05-10/7) For more information, visit our Web site: www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/hb1200/index.html

INVESTMENT

NOTE: The minimum amount of qualified investment required to qualify for an appraised value limitation and the minimum amount of appraised value limitation 
vary depending on whether the school district is classified as rural, and the taxable value of the property within the school district. For assistance in determining 
estimates of these minimums, access the Comptroller’s Web site at www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/hb1200/values.html.

At the time of application, what is the estimated minimum qualified investment required for this school district?  ________________________________________

What is the amount of appraised value limitation for which you are applying?  ___________________________________________________________________

What is your total estimated qualified investment?  ________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTE: See 313.021(1) for full definition. Generally, Qualified Investment is the sum of the investment in tangible personal property and buildings and new 
improvements made between beginning of the qualifying time period (date of application final approval by the school district) and the end of the second complete 
tax year.

What is the anticipated date of application approval? _______________________________________________________________________________________

What is the anticipated date of the beginning of the qualifying time period? _____________________________________________________________________

What is the total estimated investment for this project for the period from the time of  
application submission to the end of the limitation period?  __________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the qualified investment.[See 313.021(1).]

Attach the following items to this application:

(1) a specific and detailed description of the qualified investment you propose to make on the property for which you are requesting an appraised value limitation 
as defined by Tax Code §313.021,

(2) a description of any new buildings, proposed improvements or personal property which you intend to include as part of your minimum qualified investment and

(3) a map of the qualified investment showing location of new buildings or new improvements with vicinity map.

Do you intend to make at least the minimum qualified investment required by Tax Code §313.023 (or 313.053 for rural school districts)  
for the relevant school district category during the qualifying time period? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

Except for new equipment described in Tax Code §151.318(q) or (q-1), is the proposed tangible personal property to be placed in service for the first time:

(1) in or on the new building or other new improvement for which you are applying? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

(2) if not in or on the new building or other new improvement for which you are applying for an appraised value limitation,  
is the personal property necessary and ancillary to the business conducted in the new building or other new improvement? . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

(3) on the same parcel of land as the building for which you are applying for an appraised value limitation?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

(“First placed in service” means the first use of the property by the taxpayer.)

Will the investment in real or personal property you propose be counted toward the minimum qualified investment required by  
Tax Code §313.023, (or 313.053 for rural school districts) be first placed in service in this state during the applicable qualifying time period? . .  Yes  No

Does the investment in tangible personal property meet the requirements of Tax Code §313.021(1)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

If the proposed investment includes a building or a permanent, non-removable component of a building, does it house tangible personal property?  Yes  No

QUALIFIED PROPERTY

Describe the qualified property. [See 313.021(2)] (If qualified investment describes qualified property exactly you may skip items (1), (2) and (3) below.)

Attach the following items to this application:

(1) a specific and detailed description of the qualified property for which you are requesting an appraised value limitation as defined by Tax Code §313.021,

(2) a description of any new buildings, proposed improvements or personal property which you intend to include as part of your qualified property and

(3) a map of the qualified property showing location of new buildings or new improvements – with vicinity map.

Land 
Is the land on which you propose new construction or improvements currently located in an area designated as a reinvestment zone  
under Tax Code Chapter 311 or 312 or as an enterprise zone under Government Code Chapter 2303? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

If you answered “no” to the question above, what is the anticipated date on which you will submit proof of a  
reinvestment zone with boundaries encompassing the land on which you propose new construction or improvements?  _________________________________

Will the applicant own the land by the date of agreement execution? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

Will the project be on leased land? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes  No

$30 ,million

$30 million

$231 million

June 2012

June 2012

$231 million

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

June 2012

✔

✔





















 

 

 

 

Proof of payment of filing fee received by the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts per TAC Rule 
§9.1054 (b)(5) 

 

 

 

(Page Inserted by Office of Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts) 
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Port Arthur Independent School District 
Resolution for Designation of Reinvestment Zone 

 
WHEREAS, Section 312.0025 of the Texas Tax Code permits a school district to 
designate a reinvestment zone if that designation is reasonably likely to contribute to the 
expansion of primary employment in the reinvestment zone, or attract major investment 
in the reinvestment zone that would be a benefit to property in the reinvestment zone 
and to the school district and contribute to the economic development of the region of 
this state in which the school district is located; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Port Arthur Independent School District (the “District”) desires to 
encourage the development of primary employment and to attract major investment in 
the District that would be a benefit to property in a reinvestment zone created by the 
District and to the school district and contribute to the economic development of the 
region in which the school district is located; and,  

WHEREAS, the District has received an application for limitation on appraised value 
of property for school district maintenance and operations taxes (the “Application”) by 
Praxair, Inc.; and, 

WHEREAS, a public hearing is required by Chapter 312 of the Texas Tax Code prior 
to approval of a reinvestment zone; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District published notice of a public hearing to be held on________ 
__, 2012, regarding the designation of the area described in the attached Exhibit A 
as a reinvestment zone for the purposes of Chapter 313 of the Texas Tax Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, the improvements set forth in the Application by Praxair, Inc. are feasible 
and of benefit to the reinvestment zone after expiration of an agreement for limitation on 
appraised value; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District wishes to create a reinvestment zone within the boundaries of 
the school district in Jefferson county as shown on the map attached as Exhibit B; and 
 
WHEREAS, all interested members of the public were given an opportunity to make 
comments at the public hearing. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PORT ARTHUR 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT: 
 
SECTION 1. That the facts and recitations contained in the preamble of this Resolution 
are hereby found and declared to be true and correct. 
 
SECTION 2. That the Board of Trustees of the Port Arthur County Independent School 
District, after conducting such hearing and having heard such evidence and testimony, 
has made the following findings and determinations based on the evidence and 
testimony presented to it: 
 

(a) That the public hearing on the adoption of Praxair, Inc. Reinvestment 
Zone has been properly called, held and conducted, and that notices of 
such hearing have been published as required by law and mailed to the 
respective presiding officers of the governing bodies of all taxing units 
overlapping the territory inside the proposed reinvestment zone; and, 

 
(b) That the boundaries of Praxair, Inc. Reinvestment Zone be and, by the 

adoption of this Resolution, is declared and certified to be, the area as 
described in the description attached hereto as “Exhibit A”; and, 

 
(c) That the map attached hereto as “Exhibit B” is declared to be and, by the 

adoption of this Resolution is certified to accurately depict and show the 
boundaries of Praxair, Inc. Reinvestment Zone which is normatively 
described in Exhibit A; and further certifies that the property described in 
Exhibit A is inside the boundaries shown on Exhibit B; and, 

 
(d) That creation of Praxair, Inc. Reinvestment Zone with boundaries as 

described in Exhibit A and Exhibit B will result in benefits to the Port 
Arthur County Independent School District and to land included in the 
zone, and that the improvements sought are feasible and practical; and, 

 
(e)  Praxair, Inc. Reinvestment Zone described in Exhibit A and Exhibit B 

meets the criteria set forth in Texas Tax Code §312.0025 for the creation 
of a reinvestment zone as set forth in the Property Redevelopment and 
Tax Abatement Act, as amended, in that it is reasonably likely that the 
designation will contribute to the retention or expansion of primary 
employment, and/or will attract investment in the zone that will be a benefit 
to the property, and would contribute to economic development within the 
Port Arthur County Independent School District. 

 
SECTION 3. That pursuant to the Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act, as 
amended, the Port Arthur County Independent School District, hereby creates a 
reinvestment zone under the provisions of Tex. Tax Code § 312.0025, encompassing 
the area described by the descriptions in Exhibit A and Exhibit B, and such 
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reinvestment zone is hereby designated and shall hereafter be referred to as Praxair, 
Inc. Reinvestment Zone. 
 
SECTION 4. That Praxair, Inc. Reinvestment Zone shall take effect upon adoption by 
the Board of Trustees and shall remain designated as a commercial-industrial 
reinvestment zone for a period of five (5) years from such date of such designation.  
 
SECTION 5. That if any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Resolution shall 
for any reason beheld to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or unenforceability of 
such section, paragraph, clause, or provision shall not affect any of the remaining 
provisions of this Resolution. 
 
SECTION 6. That it is hereby found, determined and declared that a sufficient notice of 
the date, hour, place and subject of the meeting of the Port Arthur County Independent 
School District Board of Trustees, at which this Resolution was adopted, was posted at 
a place convenient and readily accessible at all times, as required by the Texas Open 
Government Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, as amended; and that a public 
hearing was held prior to the designation of such reinvestment zone, and that proper 
notice of the hearing was published in newspapers of general circulation in Port Arthur 
County of the State of Texas, and furthermore, such notice was, in fact, delivered to the 
presiding officer of any effected taxing entity as prescribed by the Property 
Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act. 
 
  
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this _____ day of June, 2012. 
  
 
Port Arthur County Independent School 
District  

 

  
  
By: __________________________ ATTEST:____________________ 
 Kenneth Marks 

President  
Board of Trustees 

 Willie Mae Elmore 
 Secretary 
 Board of Trustees 
 

 







 
 
 

PRAXAIR’S APPLICATION FOR APPRAISED VALUE LIMITATION ON QUALIFIED PROPERTY 
(Tax Code, Chapter 313, Subchapter B or C) 

 
ATTACHMENT NO. 6 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF JOB CREATION REQUIREMENT 

DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT PROJECTS OF COMPARABLE SIZE 
 
 

Pursuant to § 313.025 (f-1) of the Texas Tax Code, the governing body of a school district may 
waive the new jobs creation requirement in § 313.021(2)(A)(iv)(b) or 313.051(b) and approve an 
application if the governing body makes a finding that the jobs creation requirement exceeds 
industry standard for the number of employees reasonably necessary for the operation of the 
facility that is described in the application. 
 
The operational demands of Praxair’s new proposed project will require the creation of a total of 
6 “qualifying jobs”.  The jobs are for operators, technicians, and maintenance staff.  The 6 
“qualifying jobs” exceed the industry standard for the number of employees reasonably 
necessary for the operation of the proposed facility. 
 
The foregoing standard has been established by our research of staffing levels of similar sized 
units.  A competitor’s facility located on the same property where Praxair’s investment will be 
located currently operates two steam methane reformer units with 8 operators and 1 additional 
technician for a total of 9 jobs.  Praxair’s proposed investment is a single steam methane 
reformer unit that will be supported by 6 jobs as indicated above.  The 3 steam methane 
reformer units that will be located at the site (2 operated by a competitor and 1 operated by 
Praxair) are all of similar size and technology.  Praxair’s proposed job creation will, therefore, 
exceed industry standard for a single methane reformer unit.  The reason for Praxair’s additional 
employment level at this site will be to better guarantee system reliability and consistency of 
service.   

 
Praxair’s project cannot sustain the minimum job requirement for the School District in which it 
is located.  Praxair, therefore, respectfully requests that Port Arthur ISD find that the District’s 
jobs creation requirement exceeds the industry standard and waive its requirement that 
Praxair’s project create a minimum number of jobs in the District, in accordance with Chapter 
313 of the Texas Tax Code. 



 

Calculations of wages information---Based on Most Recent Data Available 
 110% of County Average Weekly Wage for all Jobs 

Year Period Wages 
2010 3Q 876 
2010  4Q 954 
2011 1Q 918 
2011 2Q 881 
 Average= $907.25 average weekly salary 
   X 1.1 (110%) 
   $997.98 110% of County Average Weekly Wage for all Jobs 
 

 110% of County Average Weekly Wage for Manufacturing Jobs 
Year Period Wages 
2010 3Q 1,520 
2010  4Q 1,598 
2011 1Q 1,901 
2011 2Q 1,520 
 Average= $1,634.75 average weekly salary 
   X 1.1 (110%) 
   $1,798.23 110% of County Average Weekly Wage for all Jobs 
 

110 % of County Average Weekly Wage for Manufacturing Jobs in 
Region  (South East Texas Regional Planning Commission) 

 
$27.56  per hour 
X 40 hr per week 
$ 1,102.40 average weekly salary 
X 1.10 (110%) 
$1,212.64 
X 52 weeks 
$63,057.28 110% of County Average Weekly Wage for all Jobs in Region 



Quarterly Employment and Wages (QCEW)

 Back

 
 Page 1 of 1 (40 results/page)

Year Period Area Ownership Division Level Ind Code Industry Avg Weekly Wages

2010 1st Qtr Jefferson County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $851  

2010 2nd Qtr Jefferson County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $838  

2010 3rd Qtr Jefferson County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $876  

2010 4th Qtr Jefferson County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $954  

2011 1st Qtr Jefferson County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $918  

2011 2nd Qtr Jefferson County Total All 00 0 10 Total, All Industries   $881  

2011 2nd Qtr Jefferson County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,520  

2011 1st Qtr Jefferson County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,901  

2010 4th Qtr Jefferson County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,598  

2010 3rd Qtr Jefferson County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,520  

2010 2nd Qtr Jefferson County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,508  

2010 1st Qtr Jefferson County Total All 31 2 31-33 Manufacturing   $1,734  

Page 1 of 1Texas LMCI TRACER, Data Link

12/23/2011http://www.tracer2.com/cgi/dataAnalysis/IndustryReport.asp


























































































































































































