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Solar farm modification approved
Hospital board expresses concern about future requests for
abatement
Russel Skiles, Lamesa Press-Reporter

Saturday, November 07, 2015 5:59 AM

    Although they approved a modification to an existing tax abatement for a solar energy generation project here,
hospital board members said on Friday they will look long and hard before approving any such deals in the future.
    In a meeting called specifically for that purpose, directors of the Dawson County Hospital District agreed to modify the
tax abatement approved earlier for a solar energy project proposed by BNB Lamesa Solar.
    Board member Ray Stephens said the change was basically the same as one approved in late October by the Dawson
County Commissioners Court.
    Plans now call for the solar energy facility planned just east of Lamesa to be built in two phases, starting about a year
apart.
    BNB officials requested the previous single abatement agreement be split into two separate agreements to match the
dates for the two phases of the project.
    “Overall I think it looks good,” Stephens said about the proposed changes. “I really hope this project goes forward.”
    Before approving the request, however, board members spent about 20 minutes expressing concern about granting any
future requests for abatements on wind or solar energy projects in Dawson County.
    “I’m going to look at these harder and I may not be on board,” President Cris Norris told his fellow directors.

 

(See complete story in e-Edition online and printed edition of Lamesa Press-Reporter on newsstands now.)
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Lamesa Solar agreement is reapproved by county
Herrel Hallmark, Press-Reporter

Wednesday, May 25, 2016 11:59 AM

    After tabling a request two weeks earlier, it did not take long this week for the Dawson County Commissioners Court
to ratify and approve the prior agreements it made with BNB Lamesa Solar LLC.
    At their regular meeting held on Tuesday afternoon, the Commissioners Court ratified and approved the prior designation
of the Lamesa Solar Reinvestment Zone and the Tax Abatement Agreement with BNB Lamesa Solar, LLC, for the Lamesa
Phase I Solar Project and the Tax Abatement Agreement with Lamesa Solar, LLC, for the Lamesa Phase II Solar Project.
    That motion was made by County Commissioner Russell Cox and seconded by Commissioner Nicky Goode. Cox and
Goode along with Commissioners Rick Minjarez and Joe Raines, as well as County Judge Foy O’Brien, all voted in favor.
    Judge O’Brien pointed out that the matter had been discussed in the Commissioners Court meeting held on May 10, but
was tabled at that time after some questions came up about the legality of moving forward with that request as presented.
    “County Attorney Steve Payson and I have reviewed this extensively the past two weeks,” Judge O’Brien said, “and, as
far as we can tell, there is nothing legally wrong with what they are asking us to do.”
    Judge O’Brien also pointed out that the reason for tabling the matter earlier this month had nothing to do with any county
officials being against the moving forward of the project.

 

(See complete story in e-Edition online and printed edition of Lamesa Press-Reporter on newsstands now.)
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