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As the state’s chief financial officer, I am charged with monitoring Below, we track regional trends in

the economic health of our state. Therefore, it’s vitally important population growth, personal income,
that my office studies factors related to our regional economies. jobs and wages, education and growth
sustainability — a wildcard issue that,
if left unaddressed, is of particular
concern to the region.

The 10 counties comprising the Capital Region cover the area
surrounding and adjacent to the state capital. They provide a
home to the “Live Music Capital of the World,” some of the nation’s
best-known barbecue joints and rapidly expanding communities. -GLENN HEGAR
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JOBS & WAGES

The Capital Region added
nearly 237,000 jobs from 2004
to 2014, a 33.3 percent increase
and six times the national job
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growth during this period. .
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gains with 67.4 percent and 51.7
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The 2014 regional average wage
of $52,782 was slightly higher
than the state
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EDUCATION

Three counties — Travis,
Williamson and Hays —
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in the Capital Region.
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With a hip urban center surrounded
by quaint communities, the Capital
Region has a strong economy

and many thriving industries that
continue to draw new residents.

And no wonder. The region offers
plenty of live music, prominent

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis and Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

restaurants and tourist attractions.

Yet the very things that make this
region so successful are putting a
strain on its infrastructure.

Newcomers — and current
residents — face rising home
prices and congested roadways.
The region must depend on its
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highly educated workforce to keep
wages outpacing housing costs and
it will also need to solve regional
transportation issues.

Overall, the Capital Region
appears well poised to continue its
remarkable expansion.

To see a complete list of these regions, plus
more in-depth county-by-county data, visit:

TEXASAHEAD.ORG/REGIONALRPTS

THE CAPITAL REGION IS ONE OF THE
COMPTROLLER’S 12 ECONOMIC REGIONS.
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